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Introduction to 2011
It is our pleasure to introduce the 2011 Melville Senior 
High School Annual Report to the school and wider 
community.  We commend this report to you noting 
that it makes extremely gratifying reading for any one 
with an interest in our school – Melville SHS.  

2011 was in many ways a year of growth, consolidation 
and future planning.  The growth in numbers as we 
continue our march towards 1,050 – 1,150 students 
is encouraging on many levels - not the least being 
the fact that we are increasingly being seen by our 
local (and indeed the wider) community as their 
school of choice.  Larger student numbers of course 
make it easier for us to offer the range of subjects 
that we consider necessary to be a successful, 
comprehensive senior high school.  The consolidation 
of our Middle School processes and structures is not 
yet complete but throughout 2011 we continued to 
work hard at increasing the academic rigour needed 
to better prepare students in Years 8 – 10 for their 
WACE and/or workplace transition.  2011 also saw 
us strengthen the academic pathways in Year 11 and 
12 that we introduced for the first time in 2010.  The 
second half of 2011 was also spent confirming and 
indeed exploring the many advantages that our new 
found status as an Independent Public School will give 
us.  Certainly we found it much easier to implement 
the 2012 staff selection processes that supported 
our aim of recruiting the best possible teachers for 
Melville SHS students.  Finally, with the late 2011 
confirmation that Year 7s will indeed come into high 
schools in 2015, together with the need to commence 
the implementation of the Australian Curriculum 
with Year 8 students in 2012, planning throughout 
2011 continued in earnest.  Members of the school 
community will see the specific details of this planning 
in the form of explicit 2014 targets with the publication 
of the Melville SHS 2012 – 2014 Business Plan early 
in Term 2 2012.

Throughout 2011 in various public forums we 
repeatedly measured our students (and therefore 
the school) in terms of their individual and collective 
successes in the intellectual (academic), physical 
(sporting), creative and social domains.  As outlined 
elsewhere in this report, 2011 saw our Year 12 
students achieve outstanding results in their Western 
Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) exams.  
For the seventh time in eight years Melville students 
achieved 100% graduation (WACE) and for the 
sixth time in six years Melville was identified by the 
Minister of Education as being a ‘Top Public School’.  
Melville’s median ATAR was 76.5 (higher than many 
local private schools), above the state public school 
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average of 75.6 and our ‘like SEI school’ average of 
71.2.  This ranks us as the 16th best performing public 
school in the state!  Furthermore 10.5% of Melville 
students received an ATAR in the 90s (i.e. in the top 
10% of the state), 26% received an ATAR greater 
than 80 (i.e. in the top 20% of the state) while 71% 
received an ATAR greater than 70 (i.e. in the top 30% 
of the state).  Nine of our WACE examination courses 
received a scaled score above the state average and 
13 courses had an average scaled score above like 
schools.  Finally, Melville students were identified in the 
‘West Australian’ as the highest performing in the state 
in Media Production and Analysis which also saw a 
Certificate of Distinction awarded to Daniel Kouzinas.  
Daniel was also one of 11 students (a record for 
Melville and one of the higher numbers for all state 
schools) who received a Certificate of Excellence for 
receiving 20 A Grades in Year 11 and 12.  

Student cultural engagement was exemplified through 
the numerous performances of the school concert and 
swing bands which continued to attract rave reviews 
throughout the year as well as through the annual 
school production ‘A Walk to Remember’, the ‘Twilight’ 
fund raising concert for our school chaplain, the 
‘South of the River’ Dance Festival, the many small 
gatherings where the Guitar and Flute Ensemble 
played in support of school functions and of course the 
numerous exhibitions entered by our talented visual 
arts students.  The music program enjoyed particular 
success at the state wide Concert Band Festival 
where our Senior Band achieved an “Excellent” and at 
the State Guitar Festival where our Guitar Ensemble 
received an “Outstanding”.  Each of these activities 
and many more provided a show case for the school’s 
many artistically talented students.  

In terms of sporting successes, 2011 not only saw 
numerous individual student achievements at the 
local, state and in some cases national level but also 
saw the Melville Senior High School athletics team 
sweep the floor with the opposition and easily win the 
‘C’ Division State Athletics Carnival – thus also earning 
a promotion to the B Division for 2012.  Our netball, 
basketball and soccer teams also met with considerable 
success winning through to championships at various 
levels within their respective sports.  Finally, the fact 
that many of our students are involved in community 
service both inside and out of our school is something 
for which we can be justifiably proud and indeed we 
are looking forward to farewelling several groups of 
students undertaking a trip to Borneo in late 2012 
where they will work with disadvantaged children and 
their families as part of the World Challenge program.  
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2011 also saw the consolidation of several minor but 
none the less expensive building projects including 
the refurbishment of several Society and Environment 
classrooms, significant expenditure on blinds in many 
west facing classrooms and the completion of a project 
to fully reticulate the oval and the front of the school.  
We were also delighted to learn that a submission for 
Science classroom refurbishment was successful and 
with the school contributing approximately $250,000 
of our own funding, the second half of 2012 will see 
over $1,000,000 spent on ensuring four laboratories 
are suitable for the twenty-first century.     

In short, 2011 was another very successful year for 
students at Melville.  Clearly this would not be the 
case without a motivated, caring and talented staff 
and up front we would like to acknowledge and thank 
the school staff for the professionalism with which 
they approach this most challenging (and rewarding) 
of professions – teaching.  This said, what we achieve 
also requires students to engage in their own learning 
program and at Melville, simply put, we have polite, 
well behaved, pleasant and for the most part, students 
who are prepared to ‘have a go’. As a school we try 
to embrace a culture of continual improvement (see 
improvement priorities and targets in the Business 
Plan 2012 – 2014) and we look forward to 2012 being 
another year of growth with every confidence that 
it will also be a year of great success.  If you would 
like further or more detailed information on school 
performance please don’t hesitate to contact the 
relevant member of the school Executive Team.

Kind regards,

Provider of 
the Gifted 

and Talented 
Selective 
Academic 
Program

Paul Richards
School Board Chair
Melville Senior High School 

Phillip White AM, RFD, BA, Grad Dip Ed, MEd (Man)
Principal
Melville Senior High School
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Senior School Report (Years 11 and 12)

Tertiary Entrance

58 Year 12 Melville SHS students (48%) engaged in the 
2011 Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) 
Exams and applied for Tertiary Entrance with a median 
Australian Tertiary Aggregate Rank (ATAR) of 76.5.  The 
median ATAR score of 76.5 ranked Melville SHS as the 16th 
best performing Public School in the state. Altogether 55 
students (95%) received an ATAR high enough to get into 
university by direct entry.  41 students (71%) achieved an 
ATAR greater than 70, placing Melville SHS around the all 
state ‘Top 50’ schools for TER and as can be seen in the 
following table, exceeding both the state and our like SEI 
schools. Significantly, 12 students (21%) received a scaled 
score of 75+ in one or more courses.  10.5% of students 
received an ATAR in the 90s (i.e. in the top 10% of the 
state), 26% received an ATAR greater than 80 (i.e. in the 
top 20% of the state) while 71% received an ATAR greater 
than 70 (i.e. in the top 30% of the state).

Median Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank 2009 - 
2011:

Year School Like-Schools State

2009 72.0 73.3 77.6

2010 78.4 71.0 75.1

2011 76.5 71.2 75.6

Note: ‘Like-Schools’ calculations are the average median 
ATAR for all schools in each school’s ‘like schools’ 
grouping. ‘State’ is the median ATAR for all public school 
students.

Percentage of Students Acquiring an ATAR Achieving 
One or More Scaled Scores of 75 or More:

Year
Number 

acquiring 
an ATAR

Number achieving one 
or more scaled scores 

of 75+

Percentage 
achieving 

one or more 
scaled 

scores of 75+

2009 41 11 27%

2010 65 14 22%

2011 58 12 21%

Vocational Education

A Certificate of Excellence for 20 ‘A’ Grades in Year 11 and 
12 was awarded to a total of 11 students, a record number 
for Melville SHS.  The students are: Taylor-Jane Bellotti, 
Thomas Bourke, Tamika Deane, Sophie Ferguson, Alex 
Harkins, Jodie Hawes, Zoe Jaques, Daniel Kouzinas, 
Michelle Morrall, Meg Rodgers and Kade Stefanatos.  It is 
also pleasing to note that a Certificate of Distinction was 
awarded to Daniel Kouzinas for Media Production and 
Analysis recognising that Daniel scored in the top 0.5% of 
all students studying this course in the state.

In 2011 the top ATAR of 96.70 was achieved by Meg 
Rodgers while David Jorritsma was awarded the school 
Academic Dux and Thomas Bourke the school VET Dux 
for the completion of their school based course work 
throughout 2011.

Nine of our Year 12 courses had a WACE exam mark higher 
than the Department of Education ‘state’ and ‘like school’ 
average while thirteen had a WACE exam mark higher 
than Department of Education ‘like school’ average.  Media 
Production and Analysis Stage 3A/B taught by Lev Vykopal 
was the highest performing course in the state.

In recognition of the outstanding performance of our Year 
12 students, Melville SHS was again presented with a Top 
Public School Award in 2011 by the Minister of Education 
and the Director General of Education.  Specifically this was 
presented for achieving:
 •100% Graduation;
 •One Certificate of Distinction; and
 •11 Certificates of Excellence

88 Year 12 students (73%) undertook Vocational Education 
and Training programs (VET) as stand-alone and inclusive 
programs, complementing their WACE course studies. A 
credible 33 students (27%) completed a Certificate II or 
higher.

Year 12 Participation:

Year
Eligible 
Year 12 

Students

Number 
acquiring an 

ATAR

VET – No of 
students in 
a Cert II or 

higher

VET – No. 
of students 
completing 
a Cert II or 

higher

2009 85 41 48% 43 51% 28 33%

2010 116 65 56% 76 66% 48 41%

2011 121 58 48% 88 73% 33 27%
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Senior School Report (Years 11 and 12)                            by Evan Floyd, Senior School Deputy Principal

Students in non examined courses typically achieved 
at or above state percentages with regard to grade 
distribution, with Health Studies (25%), Outdoor Education 
(32%) and Physical Education Studies (26%) all with a 
greater percentage of A grades than the state distribution. 
Significantly rates of D and E grades are lower in all courses 
than the state distribution, with Career and Enterprise, 
English and Health Studies having no failing students. 

Course
School Percentages State Percentages

A B C D E A B C D E

9 32 55 5 0 20 27 40 7 6

11 18 71 0 0 22 29 37 6 6

12 20 67 0 0 15 32 45 5 4

19 52 27 1 0 22 32 35 7 4

25 38 38 0 0 21 28 35 10 6

17 23 58 0 2 20 26 36 10 7

32 42 19 4 4 28 34 30 5 3

26 33 39 0 2 23 33 33 8 3

9 29 59 3 0 16 30 40 9 5

The Melville SHS Graduation Rate for 2011 was 100% - 
the fourth consecutive year of achieving this result.  This 
graduation rate places us equal 1st in the State.
WACE Achievement 2009 - 2011:

Year Eligible Year 12 Students Percentage 
achieving WACE

2009 85 100%

2010 116 100%

2011 121 100%

Stage 1 WACE Course

Student Performance – Stage 1 Courses – Grade Distribution:

Applied Information Technology

Career and Enterprise 

English

Food Science and Technology

Health Studies

Mathematics

Outdoor Education

Physical Education Studies

Visual Arts

Graduation Rate
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Retention Intentions and Destinations

Student apparent retention and progression rates reflect 
effective counselling of students into appropriate schooling 
and other training options.  Many students are successful 
in gaining Vocational Education and Training placements 
in off-site locations and other educational opportunities 
before completing Year 12. It is pleasing to note that the 
retention rates from Year 10 – 11 (102%) and 11 - 12 (83%) 
has improved since 2009. Significantly Year 8 -12 retention 
is currently at 90%, a 30% improvement since 2009.

Apparent Retention and Progression Rates (%) – 
Secondary:

Year/s 8 - 10 8 - 12 10 - 12 10 - 11 11 - 12

2009 120% 60% 61% 86% 76%

2010 106% 83% 69% 91% 80%

2011 126% 90% 75% 102% 83%

82% of Melville students achieved a post school destination 
of university, TAFE, an apprenticeship, a traineeship or 
employment.  Specifically, 47 students (39%) accepted 
university placement, 17 students (14.3%) accepted a 
place at TAFE, 5 students (3.6%) have been offered 
apprenticeships while 30 students (25%) have taken up 
employment.



Student Achievements (Years 11 and 12)
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Dux of School for 2011 Thomas Bourke 
David Jorristma

Certificate of Distinction Daniel Kouzinas
Certificate of Excellence Taylor-Jane Belotti, Thomas Bourke, Tamika Deane, Sophie Ferguson, 

Alexander Harkins, Jodie Hawes, Zoe Jaques, 
Daniel Kouzinas, Michelle Morrall, Meg Rodgers, Kade Stefanatos

Curtin Principal’s Recommendation 
Award Scholarships

Danial Kouzinas and Robert Rice

•	 100% of students graduated with a Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) one of only 26 
public schools to achieve this result and in the case of Melville SHS - for the fifth time since 2006. 

•	 Melville’s median ATAR was 76.5, ABOVE the public school average of 75.6 and the ‘like school’ average of 
71.2.  This ranks us as the 16th best public school in the state.

•	 Melville was listed in a “Top 50” VET schools and in fact was the 15th best public school in the state.
•	 One student received a Curriculum Council Certificate of Distinction (in Media Production and Analysis) 
•	 Eleven students received a Curriculum Council Certificate of Excellence.
•	 10.5% of students received an ATAR in the 90s (i.e. in the top 10% of the state), 26% received an ATAR 

greater than 80 (i.e. in the top 20% of the state) while 70% received an ATAR greater than 70 (i.e. in the top 
30% of the state).

•	 95% of our students achieved an ATAR sufficient to get them directly into university.
•	 Nine of our courses had a WACE exam mark higher than the Department of Education ‘state’ and ‘like 

school’ average while thirteen had a WACE exam mark higher than Department of Education ‘like school’ 
average.  

Champion Boy Swimming Rohan Glickman (Year 12)
Martin Joshua (Year 11)

Champion Girl Swimming Tayla Greer (Year 12)
Hannah Price (Year 11)

Champion Boy Athletics Friday Zico (Year 12)
Brandon Hush (Year 11)

Champion Girl Athletics Sophie Ferguson (Year 12)
Claire Browton (Year 11)

Dale Kennedy (Year 12) School Sports WA Team Basketball
Friday Zicco (Year 12) School Sports WA Soccer Team and Australian Soccer Team
Winner Annual High School Cup - Netball Year 11 and 12

Good Citizen of the Year Nagam Naser (Year 11)
Bicentennial Peace Awards Exhibits Jelica Keric (Year 12), Monika Magalengo (Year 12), Kate Murphy (Year 

12), Shanni Hall (Year 11), Ashleigh Smith (Year 11), 
Molly Zalmstra (Year 11)

City of Perth Black Swan Portraiture 
Exhibits

Andrew Liitle (Year 12) and Tyson Elmer (Year 12)

CHOGM Student Choir Hannah Sorrell (Year 11)
Young Originals Exhibits Nadia Loader (Year 12), 

James Aitkin, Chlesea Reynolds (Year 11)
Defence Scholarship Joshua Clements (Year 11)
Yohfest - Certificate of Merit Year 11 Drama Class

Sport

Cultural

Academic



Middle School Report (Years 8, 9 and 10)

School performance in the middle school showed that 
students compared favourably with both state (DoE) and 
Like Schools (LS). In 2011 there were again fewer students 
who received E and D grades and a higher proportion of 
students attaining A or B grades. Students who received a 
C grade have achieved the standards expected of a typical 
student in this year group or pathway. B grades indicate a 
high level of performance in that a student has exceeded 
the standards expected in this year group or pathway. 

Semester 2, 2011; Year 8 Grade Distributions:

Faculty English Mathematics Science Society & Environment

Grade MSHS LS State MSHS LS State MSHS LS State MSHS LS State

A/B/C 89% 81% 81% 77% 81% 73% 78% 82% 75% 83% 87% 79%

D/E 11% 19% 19% 23% 19% 27% 22% 18% 25% 17% 13% 21%

Semester 2, 2011; Year 9 Grade Distributions:

Faculty English Mathematics Science Society & Environment

Grade MSHS LS State MSHS LS State MSHS LS State MSHS LS State

A/B/C 78% 83% 79% 78% 77% 69% 62% 81% 75% 63% 79% 70%

D/E 22% 17% 21% 22% 23% 31% 38% 19% 25% 37% 21% 30%

Semester 2, 2011; Year 10 Grade Distributions:

Faculty English Mathematics Science Society & Environment

Grade MSHS LS State MSHS LS State MSHS LS State MSHS LS State

A/B/C 93% 83% 78% 73% 76% 68% 72% 77% 70% 77% 84% 74%

D/E 7% 17% 22% 27% 24% 32% 28% 23% 30% 23% 16% 26%

Teacher Judgement Data

An A grade indicates a student has significantly exceeded 
the standards expected of a typical student in this year 
group or pathway. Noting that Year 10 is the culmination of 
3 years of schooling at Melville SHS we see these results 
as more significant pointers to success in Senior School 
than those in Years 8 and 9 which are very much building 
years.

By Year 10 many of our classes have been streamed into 
homogenous groups giving both students and teachers 
the opportunity to target their teaching and learning to 
suit best the needs and pathways of the students. The 
outcomes for our students in Year 10 were very positive 
with most students achieving good grades when compared 
with state or like schools. On comparison the data would 
indicate that our students are well prepared for the rigors 
of senior schooling. This said, it is recommended that 
each of the learning areas continue to focus on identifying 
and implementing strategies that increase the number of 
students receiving an A, B or C grade (thus reducing the 
number of D and E grades).
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Middle School Report (Years 8, 9 and 10)                            by David Combe Middle School Deputy Principal

NAPLAN Year 9 Data

T: 9330-0300   W: melville.wa.edu.au

The National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) assesses all students in Australian schools in 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN scores provide an indication 
of students’ achievements, but they provide only one 
snapshot of selected aspects of what students know 
and can do. In comparing the performance of schools, 
it is important to take into account differences in student 
intakes. Comparisons of schools that are not statistically 
similar can lead to misleading conclusions about their 
performance.  NAPLAN tests sample only a part of what 
students learn during the year. No test is able to perfectly 
measure a student’s level of achievement and all tests are 
subject to a certain amount of measurement error. 

Band

Year 9 Reading

Melville Senior High School Like Schools State

2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011

10 6% 3% 4% 3% 2% 4% 3% 3% 5%

9 21% 15% 8% 15% 14% 14% 10% 12% 12%

8
 

29% 26% 19% 27% 24% 27% 23% 20% 21%

7
 

27% 38% 23% 27% 32% 29% 28% 25% 26%

6
 

12% 14% 29% 18% 20% 20% 21% 25% 23%

1 to 5
 

5% 4% 16% 9% 9% 6% 12% 14% 10%

The above chart gives a snapshot of average 
NAPLAN scores for Year 9 students in reading in 
2011. In comparison with statistically similar schools 
and all Australian schools, this cohort of students 
achieved below the expected and set standards. 
Melville’s commitment to improving literacy and 
numeracy results has been a mainstay of the school’s 
past performance and the school continues to put 
programs into place in response to the needs of the 

broad student body and of any particular cohort. 
Some of these strategies included targeting students 
at risk, starting early test preparation in Year 8 and 
maximising information attained on prior tests to help 
focus on areas of weakness. The results obtained 
from the testing regime in Year 9 form the basis for 
targeted student improvement into Year 10.

2009 – 2011, Percentage of students in each NAPLAN Reading Proficiency Band:

Above National Minimum Standard 

At National Minimum Standard 

Below National Minimum Standard 



Middle School Report (Years 8, 9 and 10)
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These tests in Society and Environment and 
Science are developed using the learning outcomes 
described in the Curriculum Framework which 
provides the context for measuring and reporting 
student performance across all year groups. The 
table shows the percentage of students in the top 
20% middle 60% and bottom 20% of the state and 
among like schools.

State

2009 2010 2011 2009 2010 2011

Top 20% 25% 18% 24% 23% 17% 23%

Middle 60% 61% 69% 52% 63% 66% 64%

Bottom 20% 14% 13% 23% 14% 17% 13%

Western Australia Monitoring Standards in Education (WASME) Year 9 Data

Percentages of students in top 20%, middle 60%, bottom 20% of the State and among Like Schools:

Melville SHS offers students an array of pathways 
in the middle school years. We have three state-
wide accredited specialist programs specifically: a 
Gifted and Talented Education Program (G&T) in the 
Humanities, Maths and Sciences; Aviation Studies 
and Netball. In 2013, the school will also offer a 
specialist program in the field of Graphic Design 
Media. Each of these programs provides students 
with the opportunity to extend an area of specialisation 
or special interest into their school curriculum and/
or to accelerate their learning based on a particular 
academic aptitude. 

In 2011 our fourth class of G&T students started 
their studies at Melville which means 2012 will see 
the first cohort of these students graduate from the 
school. Students have been provided with an array 
of extension courses, competitions and accelerated 
curriculum which sees them well prepared for courses 
they will study in senior school. 

In our netball program, students have competed 
in a number of events and carnivals as well as 
touring the South West and the results individuals 
and teams have achieved continue to improve. Our 
Year 10 students were also accredited with umpiring 
certification. 

In addition to these three current state-wide testing 
programs, Melville SHS provides a local selection 

Academic Extension Course (AEC) in Years 8 to 10 
and a widely acclaimed music focus program. Again, 
each of these programs provides our students with 
extension and acceleration opportunities. 

Melville hosts an Intensive English Centre supporting 
students who have limited schooling and English. 
When students graduate from this program they 
often stay at Melville and are supported through our 
English as a Second Language program. 

Melville’s small Education Support Unit caters for 
students from Year 8 to Year 12 where students are 
supported through individually managed and whole 
school inclusive programs.
 
The Year 8-10 BUILD program targets students at 
risk in providing alternative education programs 
supporting the whole child as they find their pathway 
into senior school, with extra focus on literacy and 
numeracy, careers, social awareness and life skills 
options.

2011 saw the extension of the languages program 
at Melville SHS with the introduction of Chinese. 
Initially, this program has been offered to background 
speaking students in Years 10, 11 and 12 but there 
are plans to expand the program throughout all year 
groups in 2012.

As shown in the following snapshot of Society and 
Environment, our students are achieving at the 
expected levels of achievement, however, strategies 
are being put into place to support those students 
who have achieved in the bottom 20%.

Pathways in Middle Schooling

School Numbers - Year 9 Society & Environment:

2009 2010 2011

Total Students 164 176 82

Year 9 Society and Environment 

School Like Schools



Academic

Middle School Report (Years 8, 9 and 10)
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Student Achievements (Years 8, 9 and 10)

Storylines Literature Festival Commendation Isobel Bartlett (Year 9) 
Have Some Fun Mathematics 
Competition

2 Teams of 6 Students from Gifted and Talented Selective Academic 
Program (Years 8-10)

Secondary Interschool Numero         
Competition 

3 Teams of 4, plus reserves comprising of Years 8-10 Gifted and Talented 
Selective Academic Program - 3rd Place

Chinese Teachers’ Association of WA Ning Li (Year 10) - 4th Place
Xiawen Pan (Year 9) - Certificate of Excellence

Chinese Story Telling Competition Lei Wu (Year 9) - 3rd Place
Book in a Day Competition Dean Fuller (Year 12) - Poem published in Primo Lux

Champion Boy Swimming Liam Cammilleri (Year 10)
Oliver Richards (Year 9)
Lachlan Price (Year 8)

Champion Girl Swimming Francis Jamieson (Year 10)
Deni Campbell (Year 9)
Ashdyn Kawana (Year 8)

Champion Boy Athletics Joseph Whennen (Year 10)
Matthew Pallotta (Year 9)
Thomas Sullivan (Year 8)

Champion Girl Athletics Suphada Pukkaew (Year 10)
Tayla De Valle (Year 9)
Jessica Smith (Year 8)

Sally-Anne Frezza (Year 10) WA State Softball Team
Matthew Pallotta (Year 9) WA State Champion 800m (U 14s)
Jarrad Picket (Year 10) School Sports WA Football Team and State Schoolboys (U15)
Joel Fiegert WA state AFL Team (U 16)
Shaun Kennedy (Year 10) WA State Lacrosse Team
Annual Netball Cup - Year 8 finished top 4 in the state, Year 10 finished top 8 in the state
South West Netball Carnival - Year 8 Champions 
 

Participation in Student CHOGM Rhianna Brims (Year 10) and Jonathon Gee (Year 10)
Youth Defence Challenge Participants
Year 10

Rhianna Brims, Theresa Ngyun, Ahdha Moosa, Amelia Robinson, Wil-
liam Robinson, Brianna Hearn, Ben Shaw, Callum Buchanan Palmer, Tia 
Sandhu, Sarah Hirst

Doodle for Google Website Dylan Wen (Year 8) Finalist

Cultural

Sport

Academic



Page 10

The IEC sub-school is an important part of the Melville 
SHS educational community and we are proud to be 
associated with this example of successful multiculturalism.  
The Melville IEC provides newly arrived migrant learners 
(temporary and permanent residents) with a friendly, 
secure learning environment where students from diverse 
cultural and linguistic backgrounds are assured of inclusive 
curriculum and service provision. Commonwealth funding 
supports incoming learners by providing one-year intensive 
English studies, designed to prepare students for successful 
academic achievement in mainstream educational contexts 

Intensive English Centre
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at Melville SHS or elsewhere. In 2011 our students 
graduated to Rossmoyne SHS, Willetton SHS, Lynwood 
SHS, Kent Street SHS, Applecross SHS, Canning Vale 
College, Como SHS, Belmont City College, Thornlie SHS, 
Yule Brooke College and North Lake Senior Campus.  

Students enrolled in the IEC have diverse social, educational 
and language backgrounds.  Using the English as a Second 
Language (ESL) Progress maps, teachers follow system 
wide targets and protocols for assessing student language 
achievement. Targets across IECs have been established 
at Level 4 across all language modes for literate on-arrival 
learners (shown as T1 and T2 in each of the accompanying 
tables) and Level 2/3 for limited schooling, non-literate 
learners (T3 and T4 in the accompanying tables).  As 
students graduate at the end of each semester, final written 
reports provide details of each student’s achievements 
in speaking, listening, reading and viewing and writing.  
Following is a summary of those results for the Semester 1 
and Semester 2 graduating classes.

Class

T1 (16 students) T2 (11 students) T3 (11 students)

L S R W L S R W L S R W

% % % % % % % % % % % %

L5 31 31 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

L4 44 50 50 50 82 64 27 0 18 18 18 9

L3 25 19 44 50 18 27 73 82 73 27 64 73

L2 0 0 0 0 0 9.1 0 18.2 9.1 55 18 18

Semester 1 Language Levels Achieved by IEC Classes T1, T2 & T3:

Listening; Speaking; Reading and Writing

Class Description

Students in Transition classes are streamed according 
to language ability.  T1 represent the class with the 
most developed Standard Australian English (SAE) 
skills through to T3/T4 with the most underdeveloped 
SAE skills. In Semester 1, 2011 there were 3 ‘T ‘class 
groups whilst in Semester 2 there were 4.

The above table illustrates language levels achieved 
by individual students in the 3 ‘T’ class groups. Overall, 
Semester 1 results demonstrate that in Listening 23 
of the 38 graduating students achieved or exceeded 

the Level 4 exiting target. This represents 60% of the 
exiting cohort. In Speaking the result was much the 
same with 22 of the 38 students achieving or exceeding 
the target representing 57% of the cohort. In Reading 
17 of the 38 exiting student achieved or exceeded the 
target representing 44% of the graduating group. And 
finally, in Writing the most difficult of the 4 language 
modes, only 9 of the cohort achieved the level 4 
target representing 23% of the cohort. These results 
bear out all second language learning research and 
demonstrate that both Reading and Writing are the 
most difficult language modes for students to achieve 
mastery in.

Achieved or exceeded target

Achieved target for lower levels

Failed to meet target
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Semester 2 Language Levels Achieved by IEC Classes T1, T2, T3 and T4:

Class
T1 (16 students) T2 (16 students) T3 (11 students) T4 (8 students)

L S R W L S R W L S R W L S R W
% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %

L5 63 63 0 0 13 13 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

L4 38 38 100 100 19 19 6.3 13 27 0 36 27 0 0 0 0

L3 0 0 0 0 63 56 81 31 73 82 64 64 75 63 38 25

L2 0 0 0 0 6.3 13 0 56 0 18 0 9.1 25 38 63 63

In Semester 2, the IEC had four ‘T’ class groups with a 
total of 51 students. Data indicates that for Listening a 
total of 23 students achieved or exceeded the exiting 
target representing 45% of students. In the Speaking 
language mode 21 of the 51 exiting students achieved 
or exceeded the Level 4 Target representing 41% of 
the cohort. For Reading results were the same as for 
Listening, 23 of the 51 students achieved the Level 
4 target representing 45% of the group. Finally for 
Writing the most difficult language mode to develop 
proficiency in data shows that 21 of the 51 students 
achieve the Level 4 Target representing 41% of the 
graduating cohort.

Although there is always room for improvement 
data from 2011 demonstrates that the IEC English 
language learning program is meeting students 
needs effectively. It also demonstrates that the 
system wide target appears to be set at the correct 
level. Data also indicates the need for on-going ESL 
in the mainstream support as many newly arrived, 
exiting IEC students are at risk in the mainstream and 
require further language support.



In 2011 the school had the expected increase in Year 8 
enrolments after successfully managing the entry of the so 
called half cohort year in 2010.  In fact we were delighted 
to have the largest Year 8 in take in recent history (190).  
Evidence that we are increasingly realising our vision 
of becoming ‘the school of choice for the local and wider 
community’ can be seen with the continuation of a trend 
noted in 2010 of attracting students into the school at non-
traditional entry points (i.e. Year 9 and 10).  Specifically: 
2011 saw an increase of 25 students into Year 9; 12 
students into Year 10; and 5 into Year 11.  These enrolment 
figures would have been larger were it not due to rooming 
constraints (an issue we are trying to address) which forced 
us to reluctantly turn away a significant number of out of 
area applicants as we focused on catering for families in 
our local intake area.  In 2012 we anticipate a continuation 
of this trend to enrol larger numbers of students and fully 
expect to have close to 1,000 students for the first time in 
many years.  It is planned to grow the school to between 
1,050 – 1,150 students before the Year 7s join us in 2015 
(space permitting).

Melville 
SHS

Total* Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 
11

Year 
12

IEC

2011 926 190 95** 222 204 128 87

2010 873 70** 210 199 154 127 113

2009 881 170 193 167 163 94 94

2008 860 188 164 185 124 96 103

2007 800 137 156 152 131 111 113

*These figures do not include International Fee Paying Students 
(approximately 40 in 2011).

**This is the half cohort year group

Student Numbers

Student Attendance
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Student Numbers at Melville SHS 2007 – 2011
(Semester 2 Census Data):

As can be seen in the accompanying table, active promotion 
of the “It’s not ok to stay away” campaign throughout 
2011 saw Melville again attain attendance rates in all 
year levels either equal to or above state average. The 
Student Services team have put in place many initiatives 
to support students in attaining close to or greater than 
the 90% (‘regular’) attendance rate considered important 
for success at school.  These include an SMS notification 
system, which notifies parents daily of a student’s 
absence and reward incentives for achieving excellent 

attendance both weekly, by term and by year as well as 
Principal Commendations for 100% attendance.  Year 
Co-ordinators and Managers analyse daily attendance 
rates and provide and apply intervention strategies where 
appropriate.  As a school, over the past two year we have 
had growing concerns about the declining attendance 
rates of a small but significant percentage of our ATSI 
students.  Accordingly the 2012 – 2014 School Business 
Plan will include targets specifically aimed at improving 
this situation.
% Average Attendance Rates for Each Year Group from 
2008 - 2011:

Y08 Y09 Y10 Y11 Y12 8 – 12 
State

Average

8 - 12 
MSHS

Average

2008 92% 91% 88% 91% 93% 87.6% 90.5%

2009 91% 91% 88% 90% 92% 87.7% 91%

2010
 

90% 88% 88% 91% 93% 87.6% 90.2%

2011 92% 91% 88% 88% 89% 87.5% 89.6%

State 
2011 

90% 87% 86% 86% 89% 87.5% N/A

In 2011 there were 145 staff on site at Melville SHS 
comprising 104 teaching staff (88.9 FTE positions) and 41 
Support staff (29.4 FTE positions).  Among the teaching staff 
there are three Level 3 Classroom Teachers and 25 Senior 
Teachers representing approximately 33% of the teaching 
workforce.  All teaching staff at Melville SHS met the 
professional requirements to teach in Western Australian 
public schools and can be found on the public register of 
teachers of the Western Australian College of Teaching.  
Furthermore all staff (teaching and non-teaching) held 
the relevant ‘Working with Children Check’ clearance.  Of 
note in the following table showing a summary of Teacher 
Qualifications is the significant (17) rise in the number of 
staff holding a Certificate IV in Workplace Assessor – a 
qualification necessary to deliver the increasing number of 
Certificate II and III Courses now on offer at Melville SHS 
as part of our Senior School Pathways program:

* NB: many staff hold more than one degree, diploma or certificate.

Melville Senior High School recognises the importance 
of building quality future teachers for the profession. In 
2011 over forty five practice teachers worked with our 
experienced staff.  While each university was catered 
for, the majority of practice teachers came from Murdoch, 
Notre Dame and Edith Cowan universities.  

Students and Staffing                           by Sass Vlasich, Manager Student Services

Staff 

PHD                                                                     0
Masters Degree                                                   15
Bachelor Degree with Honours                              4
Bachelor Degree                                                  85
Graduate Diploma                                                61
Diploma                                                                   2
Associate Diploma                                                14
Certificate IV                                                         24

Teacher Qualification No. of staff*
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School Survey

                           by Nye Smith, Curriculum Manager

Between July and September 2011 Melville Senior High 
School conducted its three yearly survey of the school 
community. The purpose of this survey was to assist the 
school in its review of the 2010-2011 School Strategic Plan 
and to provide guidance for the development of the school’s 
2012-2014 Business Plan.  It was also designed as a tool 
to gauge the success of programs implemented within the 
school in consultation with parents, staff, students and 
community groups since 2009 when the last school survey 
was conducted.

Three groups of respondents contributed to the data 
received during the Melville Senior High School survey: 83 
staff from all representative groups (teaching, non-teaching 
and administration), 31 parents and 248 students ranging 
from Years 8-12 and including students of the school’s 
Intensive English Centre.The questionnaire was presented 
online using Survey Monkey, allowing the three groups to 
log in and undertake the survey.  Hard copies of the survey 
were made available on request.  

The format required the participant to respond to a statement 
by indicating that they: Strongly Disagree, Disagree, Agree, 
Strongly Agree or were Unable to Comment. The results 
from the three groups were very positive with greater 
than 60% of the staff and students ‘agreeing’ or ‘strongly 
agreeing’ with all but six questions and parents all but two 
questions. 

The question, ‘The school does not have a bullying problem’ 
was one of the least supported by all groups however 
the follow-up question; ‘Bullying and other similar issues 
are adequately dealt with by the school if and when they 
occur’ was also strongly supported by all groups. This is 
very encouraging feedback as the school works with 
determination to ensure it is a safe learning environment.
The question, ‘this school is well organised and runs 
smoothly’ was well supported by each group.  This 
significant question will form the basis of a 2014 target in 
the 2012-2014 Business Plan.

The survey has provided valuable feedback that will assist 
the school in developing the improvement targets for the 
2012-2014 Business Plan.  Full results of the survey are 
available on line. 



Annual Budget and Accounts

A summary of Melville’s school budgets and annual accounts 
is reflected in the accompanying tables and graphs.

The school receives funds from a variety of sources 
including state and federal funding, as well as the school’s 
Parents and Citizens group.  However, one of the main 
sources of income is from the contributions and charges 
from our school community.  With the establishment of 
payment plans and the ability to pay directly into the school 
bank account we have seen this collection rate increase 
in the last two years and in 2011 approximately 84% of 
combined total charges and 82% of voluntary contributions 
and charges were paid in full.  We hope that solid collection 
rate continues into the future as the total income we receive 
enables Melville to offer and sustain the wide range of 
programs and activities delivered by the learning and 
management areas within the school. 

In addition to over $500,000 spent on the MacBook 1:1 
trial, 2011 saw the approval of a $750,000 capital works 
submission to the Department of Education.  This together 
with an additional $250,000 of schools funds will see the 
refurbishment of four Science laboratories commencing in 
mid 2012.  2011 also saw the completion of a number of 
long term minor works projects including spending over: 
$53,000 on blinds in west facing classrooms and offices; 
$25,000 on paint, rendering and building signage for the 
Resource and Aviation centres and the gym; $10,000 on 
notice boards; $12,000 on reticulation; and $11,000 on 
Occupational Safety and Health signage.

School Budget

Capital Works, Assets and Resources

Summary

As Melville Senior High School increasingly becomes 
the school of choice for the local and wider community 
we continue to devote the resources we receive to the 
sustainability of the school’s current programs as well as 
in pursuit of innovative teaching and learning opportunities 
for the future.  With very solid collection rates as well as a 
substantial income from International Fee Paying Students, 
Melville is able to maintain a healthy budget surplus which 
enables the day to day running of various specialist courses 
and educational programs as well as significant expenditure 
on school funded capital works (over one million dollars in 
the past three years).  The budget is monitored on a regular 
basis by the School Board, the School Executive and the 
Finance Committee which ensures financial accountability 
as well as effective planning for ongoing maintenance, 
building refurbishment and of course future development.
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                           by Aileen Milford, Business Manager
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2011 Position Statement

Revenue-Cash Actual

1 Locally Generated Revenue $                           807,731.18

2 Department of Education Grants $                           672,129.00

3 Commonwealth Government Grants $                             11,274.00

4 Other $                           143,462.00

5 Internal Transfers $                           157,918.00

Total $                        1,792,514.18

Opening Balance $                           733,026.00

Total Funds Available $                        2,525,540.18

Locally	  Generated	  
Revenue	  

Department	  of	  
Educa6on	  Grants	  

Commonwealth	  
Government	  Grants	  

Other	  

Internal	  Transfers	  

Current Year Actual Revenue Sources

Expenditure Actual

1 Administration $                                86,395.18

2 Utilities $                              218,291.15

3 Maintenance and Minor Works $                              966,935.22

4 Education Services and Programs $                              580,205.10

5 Salary Pool Payments to Central Office $                                53,245.00                   

6 Other $                                58,574.00

7 Transfers to Reserves $                              185,900.00

Total $                           2,149,545.65

Cash Positions as at: 31 December 2011

Bank Balance $                           1,237,210.76

Made up of:

1 General Fund Balance $                              376,438.76

2 Asset Replacement Reserves $                              872,237.01

3 Suspense Accounts $                                29,678.99

4 Cash Advances $                                     500.00

5 Tax Position $                                40,644.00

Total Bank Balance $                           1,237,210.76

Administra*on	  

U*li*es	  

Maintenance	  and	  Minor	  
Works	  

Educa*on	  Services	  and	  
Programs	  

Salary	  Pool	  Payments	  to	  
Central	  Office	  

Other	  

Transfers	  to	  Reserves	  

Current Year Actual Expenditure

General	  Fund	  Balance	  

Asset	  Replacement	  
Reserves	  

Suspense	  Accounts	  

Cash	  Advances	  

Tax	  Posi<on	  

Cash Position as at: 
31 December 2011
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Melville Senior High School, where 
dedication and commitment form the 

cornerstone of a world class education.



Provider of the 
Gifted and Talented 

Academic Selection Education 
Program

Awarded Top Public School Status in: 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2009,
 2010 and 2011

T: 9330-0300    W: melville.wa.edu.au

Aviation
Graphic Design Media

Netball

School based extension programs:

Music in Focus
Academic Extension Program



Potts Street, Melville WA 6156
T: 08 9330-0300

W: melville.wa.edu.au
E: melville.shs@education.wa.edu.au

An Independent Public School

Awarded Top Public School 
Status in: 2006, 2007, 2008, 

2009, 2010 and 2011


