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From the Principal
Welcome to another bumper edition of Melville Matters. Term 4 is always a very busy time for staff and students with course completion, exams, sports finals, carnivals,
concerts, exhibitions, reports, graduations, inductions, welcomes and farewells to cram into an already crowded schedule – all the more so this year due to a series of
unplanned but necessary postponements and cancellations from earlier in the year necessitated by the government’s response to the COVID19 pandemic.
Of particular significance from earlier this term were the farewell activities for our Year 12 students who have successfully completed six years of life at Melville SHS and
twelve (or more) years of education. As we have come to expect with Melville students, the class of 2020 have made us all proud with their attitude, behaviour and results.
On their second last day at school, the Year 12s, in what has become a tradition, conducted a fast-paced and humorous fancy dress fashion review. Their last day included a
fun-filled, if not somewhat nostalgic breakfast, followed by a whole school farewell assembly where our School Captains, Dean Morris and Ashleigh McIntyre, gave a great
‘goodbye’ speech that set the tone for our fond memories.
The Class of 2020 can be proud of many things including the great resilience they have shown throughout this strange year of disruption, postponement and cancellation.
As a group and as individuals our graduating class have shown strength of character as we have needed to modify our normal school routine, while compressing the
curriculum and supporting them in managing the anxiety of ATAR exams and/or course completion. The measure of this group has also been the fact that they have done
this with maturity and a sense of good natured fun – something I can attest as I walk around the school and engage with them on a daily basis.
The other measure of our Class of 2020 has been the extent to which they have managed to display their individual and collective talents across the academic, sporting
and cultural domains in this most unusual of years. I am delighted to note that 100% of eligible students are on track to achieve their WACE, three students are predicted
to achieve an ATAR of 99+ and the cohort is predicted to achieve a median ATAR of 81 – enough to get into any WA university. Furthermore almost 20% of our graduates
are predicted to achieve a SCSA Certificate of Distinction or a Certificate of Merit. We also know that the majority of university bound students have been offered an
unconditional ‘early entry’ into their choice of university. Together with the fact that we anticipate 100% Certificate II or III completion, this shows us that they are a talented
group of resilient students. This success in the face of adversity also extends to the sporting domain where the senior girls’ volleyball, school swim team, school athletics
team and of course the senior boys’ soccer have achieved outstanding results under the leadership of our graduating class. In the arts, our 12s have excelled in the visual
and performing arts with works displayed in the Youth Perspectives, YohFest, the Melville Arts Awards, Young Originals and of course through our swing and concert bands.
I would like to formally congratulate the Year 12 students for successfully completing their WACE and associated courses of study (ATAR, General or VET) and to thank the
teaching staff for helping to make this happen.
By the time you read this the ATAR exams (and indeed exams across Years 7 to 11) will have finished and I know that each of us wishes our students every success. In what
has become normal practice at Melville SHS, after a short break at the completion of their Year 11 exams, our ATAR students commence studying their Year 12 subjects. By
doing this, we gain an additional four weeks or so of Year 12 course work. This program only happens because of the commitment of our staff and I would like to take this
opportunity to both acknowledge and thank the teachers who make this possible.
There is so much more I could write about but I will leave some for others elsewhere in this edition of Melville Matters. In finishing, I am pleased to announce that I can now
confirm that when I am on leave in Semester 1 next year Mr Paul Cooke will be Principal in Term 1 and Ms Alanna Sherwood in Term 2. In wishing Mr Cooke and Ms Sherwood
the best of luck, I also note that the school will be in very safe hands while I am away for the first half of 2021!
As always,
Kind regards,
Phillip White AM, RFD, BA, Grad Dip Ed, Med (Man), psc
PRINCIPAL

Mathematics
Have Sum Fun

The ‘Have Sum Fun’ mathematics challenge night was held at Trinity College over two nights in Week 3 under the supervision of Ms Robyn Austin and Mr Michael Andrews
on night one, and Ms Simone Rigelsford and Mrs Kylie Barker on night two.
The format of the mathematics competition is similar to a quiz night with students working together in groups working on mathematics problems. This gives competitors
valuable experience not only in tackling challenging mathematical problems, but also in coordinating and working cooperatively with their other group members. These
skills are valuable life skills and it was really good to see these talents being cultivated by students who are still at the beginning of their high school careers.
The competition was made up of four rounds of eight questions and a tiebreaker set. Our Year 9-10 team achieved a perfect score in the third round! All students were
impeccable in their presentation and their behaviour. The students achieved a creditable placing and also had a very enjoyable and memorable night. At the end of the
night the quiz master left the students with the challenge to continue to work hard at their studies and so become the leaders of tomorrow that they are all capable of
becoming.
Participants:
Years 7-8 Division
Christabel Zin, Medhansh Agarwal, Visalakshi Singaram, Emma Collette, Bhavya Chaudhry, Diya Ravjee and Giovan Munut
Years 9-10 Division
Anshul Ramola,Byron Fisker, Harvard Chong, Lithika Senthil Kumar, Ashwini Mungekar and Diarmuid O’Connor

Mathematics Olympiad

Great results have been recorded in the WA Junior Mathematics Olympiad (WAJO) Mathematics competition held in Week 6. The individual paper had a maximum possible
score of 40 (a score of 20 was enough to earn a merit prize). Eric Xia was our highest individual scorer, obtaining 18 points (just missing a merit prize).
The team question had a maximum possible score of 72.
Team 1 scored 40 points and team 2 scored 26 points.
So the maximum possible team score was 4 x 40 + 72 = 232.
Our Team 1 scored 71 which ranked them 38th out of 133 teams
Our Team 2 scored 63 which ranked them 52nd out of 133 teams
These were our participants:
Melville SHS Team 1 Year 8
Melville SHS Team 2 Year 9

Eric Xia 		
Yicheng Huang		

Sophie Wood 		
Harvard Chong		

Giovan Munut		
Jesse Ye		

Noah McDowell
Fiona Fan

Academy Photos of special groups, are now available for purchase online.
Groups are: Aviation , Netball Specialist, Graphic Design Media, Gifted and Talented, Student Council and MLP.
To purchase your group photos, please visit ios.academyphoto.com.au and enter the shoot key….
Co-Curricular - 7HXLLKH7

Australian Maths Competition

Melville SHS once again performed very well in the Australian Maths Competition. Some of the high achievers are pictured below right. The overall results were as follows:
One Prize (Yicheng Huang), 5 High Distinctions, 37 Distinctions, 67 Credits, 39 Proficiency and 22 Participation. Well done to all students for these fantastic results!

Homework Club

Pictured right bottom are photos of some of the students who took advantage of Homework Club this term. They were able to bring any questions they were struggling with
in class to have one-on-one help to overcome and find the solutions, or they could do their homework with a bit of extra help when needed. There were also some extension
questions on the topics they covered in class, Maths Online and MangaHigh work. The Mathematics teachers were able to help with whatever was brought to them!

Pictured right and below are
AMC winners
Pictured bottom right are
homework club students

English
Finalists

Melville SHS had four national finalists in the Future Problem Solving Competition this year: Year 11 Zak Alpers, Year 10s Teagan Soper and Om Sharma and Year 9 Zoey
Tham. All four made the final round of the Presentation of Action Plans. This is the first time the school has ever participated in this part of the competition.
Zak was once again a winner, this time in the Senior Division for the Scenario Writing competition, best on-site writer and (for a hat-trick) he also won the online competition
for Scenario Writing. Om Sharma came third in the Senior Division for scenario writing.
The event finals involved a morning of on-site scenario writing at St Mary’s and in the afternoon they worked on a skit (known as an action plan in the competition) based
on their solutions to the problem (basically around providing clean water to people living in poverty in India). Their teacher, Ms Tammara Yeo said “they had to make their
own props out of a handful of basic items (newspapers, cardboard, pipe cleaners etc) and I have to say our group turned out to be very crafty! Zak’s plague-doctor mask
was made out of two paper plates and some alfoil”.
Zak’s short story in the Scenario writing was called ‘Dreams’ and was based on the topic of sleep patterns, predicting possible future technological trends. It was a
‘sliding doors’ story and part blog outlining futuristic technology where humans can record dreams, brainstorm, collaborate and work whilst sleeping, stream Netflix whilst
unconscious (with advertising of course downloaded straight into our brains) and even write blogs, all thanks to the development of dream avatars. His narrator is sleeping
whilst writing the very blog we are reading - and when he wakes, his atrophied human body is revealed, along with the slumbering form of his wife whom he tragically
cannot wake, and he is alone in a dead city of dreams.
Zak has now been placed fifth in the world in the International Future Problem Solving Competition, was the only non-American to place in the top 10 and has once again
been invited to the international competition for next year.
Melville Senior High School was the only public school invited to the national finals in WA; nationally, there were only two or three public schools who made it through to
the finals.

Debating

Congratulations to the Year 10 Debating Team on winning this year’s Southern Districts Interschool Debating Competition. The students were Om Sharma, Joshua Cabutaje,
Mia Edge, Liam Wegwermer, Gracie Smith and Paige Pownell.
The judges gave Year 9 debater, Adam Lewis one of the highest scores they had ever awarded with 97/100 in one of the early rounds.

Spelling Bee

The call to action “buzz buzz buzz” echoed around the school as Buzzy the Bee launched the 2020 Spelling Bee! Eager students signed up to compete for places in this
exciting annual event. Volunteer teachers acted as Spelltastic Spellmasters or Mistresses to listen to students from Years 7 to 10 spell out words from the Official Spelling
List. With 525 words to learn, sensational spellers grappled with words as complex as deoxyribonucleic acid, otorhinolaryngology and pulchritudinous. Words that strike
fear into the hearts of adults were seamlessly spelt out with a minimum of head-clutching and lots of encouragement from spectators.
Overall winners: First place overall and therefore, Queen Bee is Year 7 Abbie Barrett. Second place overall, went to Year 10 Mason Ward and Year 7 Hannah Barrett was third
(Pictured bottom right with Mr White)
Other award winners according to difficulty of words chosen and number of words correctly spelt were;
Trophy winners First Place:
Joel Gunasekara, Margarette Camama,
Siddhi Ladu and Lyzabeth Li.
Trophy winners Second Place:
Eli Rusotti, Jeckmen Wu, Christabel Zin,
and Visalakshi Singaram.
Trophy winners Third Place:
Saurabh Tantry, Lenny Tames, Diarmuid
O’ Connor and Summer Fairhead.

Arts
Music in Focus

Music Senior Soloists performed for an intimate audience of family and friends, for the first time in the PAC. It was the first time we got to ‘hear’ the building in both
acoustic and electric settings and the official christening of our new piano - baby grand? parlour piano? The piano and the PAC setting are a perfect match. As always, the
high standard of our Music students across a range of styles and periods was evident and a testament to the ongoing dedication of the Music staff.
In particular, thanks must go to Ms Ana Milas and Ms Pia Nidd for producing and managing the event. It ran seamlessly. Thanks also to staff who attended and our P&C
President, Jonathan Gayton and local member Lisa O’Malley. It was a special evening.
In late Term 3, our Year 11 and 12 ATAR music students graced the stage of the PAC to perform their solo pieces as part of their course. The Year 11 students delighted
us with a range of styles from Western Art flute to Funk bass! A big well done to Julia Coleman, Miyron Chetty, Emma Beros, Stevie Morley-Wong, Dylan Shaw, Cooper
Woods and Tiana Hatton. We can’t wait to see your recitals in Year 12! The students performed their full recitals in preparation for their ATAR practical exam
Our newly purchased grand piano provided a beautiful tone and vibrancy in the PAC. Students performed stellar sets on their instruments and proved to be true
professionals in their decorum and stage presence. Our congratulations and best wishes to the Year 12s:
Lorna Anderson
Contemporary vocals
Ethan Hardy-Atkins
Western Art Music (WAM) Guitar
Maxine Tan		
WAM Piano
Emily Ward		
Jazz Saxophone
Sammi (Chujun) Xu
WAM Piano

Graphic Design Media

Last term was a busy time for GDM students with a number of masterclasses in the last few weeks. The Year 9 GDM class held a lecture hosted by Murdoch University
Lecturer John McMullen. Despite being unable to travel to Murdoch the students were given tips and techniques on producing music videos via Zoom. Mr McMullan
has created nationally distributed music videos for Australian musicians John Butler Trio, Eskimo Jo, The Waifs, and the Scotch of Saint James.
The Year 10 GDM class hosted a masterclass run by visual artist and fashion designer Angela Ferolla. Ms Ferolla runs
fashion label Rocucu and teaches textiles to costume design students at WAAPA. She introduced students to a wide
variety of textile techniques and processes helping them to complete their Term 3 fashion projects.
The Year 7s had a masterclass with the Jason Trevenen. Mr Trevenen is a Cartoon Illustrator/Caricaturist based in Perth,
working as a freelance artist creating Cartoon Illustrations and designs for clients as well as commissioned Caricatures.
Jason previously worked for the Walt Disney Animation Australia Studio as an in-between character lead. He is credited
with working on 12 ‘traditional’ (hand drawn) animated films including Lion King 3 and Peter Pan-Return to Neverland as
well as sequels to Brother Bear, Lilo and Stitch, Jungle Book and Bambi.
Spare Puppet Winners
Three Year 8 Design students Arielle Plottke, Aliya Mohd Ibrahim and Mina Debeljakovic (pictured right L-R) were prize
winners in the Spare Parts Puppet Theatre Beanstalk poster competition. Details can be found HERE.

Visual Arts

Year 9 Visual Art Students
Inspired by Photorealist artist
Sarah Graham, Year 9 Students
(pictured right) applied their
knowledge of colour theory,
painting skills and techniques
to create their own photorealistic artworks.

Year 7 Visual Art Student
Looking at Pop Art and food,
with a focus on cakes. Students
were inspired by Wayne
Theibauld’s cakes for their
Oil pastel drawings (pictured
below) and Claus Oldenburg
for their ceramic slice of cake.

Aviation
In Week 3, Aviation students Matthew Quinn and Joel Gunasekaran (pictured centre) flew to Rottnest Island for a ‘Rotto Run’ with pilot and teacher, Mr Wallis. These
flights give students the experience of flying in a light aircraft, and in this case seeing the flight environment around the island.
Photographed left is Maurice Lismann (Year 9) whilst in the air. The lesson was stalling and as you can see they were both having a great time!

Languages
Italian

The importance of good food and dining together was evident when the Year 7 Italian classes participated in a Panino Sampling’ as part of their Introductory Italian
studies. Students learnt that Italians think very carefully with their panino fillings and combine a range of tantalising ingredients into their meal. This could include
examples such as roasted capsicums with grilled eggplant and mozzarella cheese, or prosciutto olives and arugula or baked ricotta, sundried tomato and oregano.
Mmmm buono!
Cultural traditions associated with dining are also important. This includes waiting until everyone is seated at the table before one begins to eat, no negative
conversations are held at the table and always thanking the cook! Our chirpy Year 7s enjoyed their ‘spuntino’ (snack), with some going for seconds and thirds.
Buon appetito!

Work Place Learning
What a busy year our WPL students have had. Despite COVID causing an industry shut down in many areas for work placement, all our students have been able to
achieve their full WPL hours and certificates through sheer hard work and determination. Many working through the school holidays to complete the required hours.
AENWA 2020 Awards Of Excellence
Year 12 students Jasmin Robbins (pictured below left with Mr Tills) has become a WA Traineeships Finalist. Jasmin is in the General program, studying ATAR Design
and Visual arts, a Certificate III in Media and also works one day per week at the National Australia Bank. She is completing a Work for Business Certificate on top of
that. Jasmin has just found out she is a finalist for Apprenticeship Employment Network Western Australia 2020 Awards for Excellence –school based trainee. Jasmin is
planning to go to TAFE next year and study her electrical Pre-apprenticeship Certificate.
Apprenticeship News
Maxwell Harler gifted Melville SHS with an amazing steel bird he made that is now situated in the Front Office Foyer. Max (pictured second left with Ms Brown and Mr Tills)
completed a Certificate ll in Engineering with ITWS while completing over 200 hours of work experience at Steelworx Engineering. Max has said that with the help of Mr
Tills he was able to move from ATAR to a VPP, which allowed him to focus on a practical career path. He has always enjoyed creating concepts and ideas that float around
in his head and has now added the skill of craftsmanship, which allowed him to constantly strive for improvement and perfection. With the help of Steelworx Engineering
company, he was tutored and learnt an invaluable amount of knowledge around metal fabrication and the industry.
Year 12s Jasmin Robbins and Kaeisha O’Hara successfully completed their Certificate ll Business traineeships through Maxima. The graduation was held at the Wirrpanda
Foundation Mineral Resources Park in Week 4 with Welcome to Country by Olman Walley and guest speaker Alicia Janz.
Jayden Loo and Sam Gee have both been appointed as full time Apprenticeships at Toyota, Sam Wheelhouse has started a full time bike mechanic apprenticeship at 99
Bikes, Blayden Broadbent has a plumbing apprenticeship, Naoise McCabe a barbering apprenticeship, and Lili Priest an engineering apprenticeship.
Kaiesha O’Hara completed her 18-month traineeship at Westfield Carousel in the concierge department. This has given Kaeisha invaluable experience with such a huge
company including customer relations, administration duties and computer skills. She also completed a Certificate ll in Retail as a McDonalds traineeship after school.
Kaeisha is planning on going to university next year to study her Bachelor of Education.
Joe Davies completed a Certificate II Auto Mechanic pre-apprenticeship in 2019 at TAFE one day per week while also attending work experience at Top Notch Auto on
his other release day. He had been rebuilding engines, testing and fixing faults, helping service vehicles while under the guidance of qualified mechanics. Joe started at
Booragoon Auto Care this year for work experience and performed so well he was offered a full time apprenticeship on the completion of Year 12.

Student Services
NAIDOC Week 2020
In week 5, Melville SHS celebrated NAIDOC Week with the wider Melville Community. A smoking ceremony was held at the front of the
school outside Student Services to celebrate its reopening after flooding earlier this year. Mr Hubert Bropho had the students mesmerised
with his cultural practices and explanations.
At a separate event, inspirational Aboriginal visitors told their life story to students, family and some Caralee Primary School students. They
were then entertained in the courtyard by country singer Phil Kickett. Presenters included alumni Taylor-Jane Belotti and Troy Kelly who
spoke of their success despite setbacks along the way. Taylor-Jane has since completed two degrees in psychology and criminology and
was a Ms NAIDOC Finalist this year.
Other speakers were Dockers footballer Gemma Houghton, Roy Blurton and Sasha Greenoff (who are Youth Diversion Officer at the
Aboriginal Legal Service) and Jonathon Ford. Jonathon is the Moorditj Koort Aboriginal Health and Wellness Centre CEO and co-chair of
WA Close The Gap.

InclusiviTEA

An Afternoon InclusiviTEA Harmony committee celebration was held in Week 5. The amazing student Harmony
Committee (pictured right) prepared wonderful food to share, poetry, song and dance presentations with a
powerful spoken message about inclusivity and a celebration of diversity.

Share the Dignity

Share the Dignity are an organisation who work to end period poverty in Australia. They assist those in need
through collecting thousands of period products through their collection drives and campaigns. The Share the
Dignity #Pinkbox is a vending machine that dispenses free packs of six tampons and two pads to those in need.
Share the Dignity supply the products in the vending machine, install the machine and keep it supplied with
free products. Melville SHS have been lucky enough to be the recipients of a brand new #Pinkbox located in our
Student Services building. The #Pinkbox is available for access by all students requiring period products and can
be accessed by students in a quick and discreet way.

P&C
The P&C would like to acknowledge the five Curtin University students
who each volunteered in the canteen a day per week for Term 3. They
were: Ramya Rajaindran, Jeannie Pea, Oliver Junyi Liu, Christine Gilbert
and Ruby Bigwood.

MLP
The MLP students had an exciting Netball experience this term. The
Netball Specialist students coached netball workshops, culminating in a
netball carnival at the end of the term. Fantastic fun was had by all.

Student Council Wrap Up
This past year, despite the unexpected state of the world, the Student Council has worked hard to bring a variety of fun and unique fundraisers to the school in support of
a wide selection of charities.
Earlier this year, to assist the brave firefighters on the east coast, the Council put up a sausage sizzle to aid the cause, and organised multiple viewings of movies like
Shrek and the Bee Movie during recess and lunch. When COVID-19 hit, we tried to raise money against the increase in domestic violence by donating to White Ribbon
through our free-dress days.
The middle of the year saw the Athletics Carnival thankfully go ahead as normal, and we were quick to set up an activity tent for students to enjoy, advertising games like
guessing the amount of lollies in a jar to even testing students’ hand-eye-coordination by throwing ping-pong balls into party cups! There were also popcorn and lolly
bags galore for sale, as well as an area where students could go to get their hair sprayed in their vibrant house colours. All proceeds went straight to Legacy Australia to
assist veterans and their families.
Later in the year the Student Council decided to get spooky (Ooh!) and organised a Halloween-themed free-dress day – but not before a delicious bake sale to support
Beyond Blue’s mission of aiding mental health in Australia! We also sold a variety of stylish bandanas to help fund research against cancer and to support those who’re
fighting it.
This year saw a variety of unexpected events – the bushfires, COVID-19, protests, but every step of the way the Student Council has tried to help those in need while also
providing a fun time for the school. All in all, we look forward to 2021 and the range of fun activities yet in store from us.
Year 10 Student Om Sharma

Year 11 River Cruise

In Week 3, Year 11 students had a River Cruise, the social highlight for the cohort. It
was a great night filled with music, food and lots of dancing. The students behaved
exceptionally and were a real credit to themselves and the school. Pictured are just a
few of the students waiting for the ferry.

