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SUCCESSFUL

Melville Senior High School
acknowledges the Noongar people as
the Traditional Owners of the land on
which the school stands today and pays
its respects to the Whadjuk people, and
Elders past, present and emerging.
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From the Principal
Welcome to the second edition of Melville Matters for 2021. By the end of term, all students should have well
and truly settled into their classes and while there may still be a bit of last-minute shuffling based on the Year
11 and 12 Interim Progress Statements, this should also have settled by now as well. Each student should have
also received Course Outlines and Assessment Programs (sometimes referred to as a Syllabus) for every course
across Years 7 to 12. Course Outlines should be thorough enough to give students (and parents) a general idea
of what is being taught and when, while the Assessment Program should indicate what the assessment tasks
are, when it is due and its relative weighting. We all know that realistically these outlines and programs may
change but I expect staff to keep students and their parents updated with any adjustments they might make as
well. Broadly speaking, if you look at the Course Outline and Assessment Program and, after conferring with
your child, still have no idea what they are studying and when they have assessments, you will need to get in
touch with the teacher concerned and ask them to explain the situation with you. This can be done by Connect
or through a note in their student diary.
To make this whole process of teacher/parent communication easier, the school uses Connect and we have
100% of our teachers with course outlines and teachers’ marks books posted live for you to view at any time.
All of our students have their marks transferred directly from their teacher’s marks books straight to Connect
(so you can see how they are doing often before they get their work back). Connect is a VERY POWERFUL and
useful program that is revolutionising school/ parent/ student communications so please take advantage of this
platform. While I expect all staff to be using Connect and that they will reply to your email concerns in a timely
manner, it is important to remember that teachers will often have in excess of 150 students so allow at least 2 to
3 working days for them to reply before you start getting worried that they may have missed your email.
Course Outlines and Assessment Programs are just one way the school tries to keep you informed about the
study requirements for your child at school. Another important way is using the format of the traditional parent/
teacher meeting night. In week 8, we had the Years 7, 10, 11 and 12 Parent/Teacher Night. Thank you to the
many parents who were able to attend this important meeting aimed at providing an early snapshot into the
extent to which students have settled into either their first year at high school (Year 7), their final year before
selecting senior school courses (Year 10), their first year in senior school (Year 11) or their final year of school
(Year 12). I also need to thank the teaching staff for their ongoing commitment and professionalism in remaining
back at school until 6pm in order to see as many parents as possible. As key partners in the education of your
child/ren I strongly encourage you to be actively involved in this process. I have asked teachers to provide
explicit feedback to parents at Parent-teacher interviews as to how they can also assist their child to increase
their progress and achievement. This may include:
• Parents helping to ensure a quiet study place at home and to monitor device use to ensure your child is
completing set work at home
• Help to set achievement goals with your child and implement the strategies identified for their success
while working from home
• Revise with your child in the lead-up to tests or in-class assessments, or assist with homework
• Reinforce attendance, learning, behaviour and engagement expectations of the school
• Follow up on the completion of assessment work if notified by a teacher that a task is overdue and has not
been submitted
• Contact teachers or the relevant Year Coordinator if your child is experiencing difficulty academically and/
or socially-emotionally and requires further support
• Asking your child to show you what homework, revision and assessment tasks they are completing at
home to connect you more closely with their learning.
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Sometimes students may just need some advice and direction from you on how best to organise their week and
how to achieve a healthy balance between school/study commitments and the other commitments in their life
(work, sport, social etc). With parents and teachers working in partnership together between school and home,
we can successfully support the achievement of the very best educational outcomes for our students, which is
of course our overarching shared goal.

Interschool Swimming

In other news, our Interschool Swimming Team finished third in the B Division State Swimming Carnival at HBF
Stadium in Week 8. The students swam their hearts out and were a credit to the school. Congratulations to the
following students who were announced as Champion swimmers and Runner Up Champions.
Amelie Prinsloo
Year 12
Champion Girl
Indi Strom 		
Year 11
Champion Girl
Eben Prinsloo		
Year 10
Champion Boy
Nolan Horak		
Year 8 		
Runner up Champion
Esther Ferguson
Year 7 		
Runner up Champion

Student Attendance

Although our attendance rates are generally very good at Melville, it is important to remind parents that the
attendance of their child at school is one of the biggest contributing factors to successful achievement. As a
rough guide, it is considered that a minimum of 91% attendance is essential for academic success. My teaching
staff in general and my Student Services Team in particular, monitor the attendance of your child on a daily
basis and will report to you if there is any cause for concern. The message for all students though is ‘every class,
every day’. We really need parents to stand firm when their child asks to stay home. We also ask parents to
understand that taking their child on an extended holiday throughout the school term is not OK either and risks
considerable academic hardship (please use the school holidays, not the school term, for holidays – that is what
they are there for). Our student attendance rates are slightly down across Years 8, 9, 10 11 and 12 at this stage
of the year compared to previous years, so please ensure you are firm with your child’s consistent attendance at
school to ensure they can achieve their potential. Finally on this topic, Student Services staff really appreciate it
when parents advise them in advance or at the time that a child is going to be away. Remembering to do this
serves to reinforce the strong partnership that exists at Melville between school and home.

Business Plan 2021 - 2024

Included in this mail out is the 2021-2024 Business Plan which outlines our school’s strategic direction for
the next four years, including our priorities and targets for achievement. The School Business Plan has been
developed in consultation with school leaders, staff, students and our School Board and reflects the needs and
aspirations of our school community. Our new school vision is ‘Achieving excellence today and building bright
futures for tomorrow’ and it is this vision statement that will continue to drive our ongoing efforts each and every
day to be a great school. At the heart of our vision is the concept of staff, students and parents working together
in partnership to empower students to achieve their personal best in all areas of school life and to build a strong
foundation for a bright and successful future. We strive to provide a comprehensive approach to education
for our students which is underpinned by a strong focus on developing the ‘whole-person.’ At Melville SHS
we support every student to grow not only intellectually but also socially and emotionally, enabling them to
become resilient, well-rounded, future-ready citizens. Student development and success is accomplished by
providing meaningful opportunities for all students to participate and excel in the academic, sporting, cultural
and citizenship domains, in combination with teaching excellence, a strong focus on pastoral care and positive
relationships. Please take a read through our Business Plan so you can be clear with our strategic direction over
the coming years.

Changes to the Principalship for Term 2

It has been a pleasure to be the Principal of the school in Term 1. The opportunity to lead the school and serve
our outstanding school community has been a privilege and one I’ve really appreciated. I have thoroughly
enjoyed the experience and would like to thank staff, students and parents for the excellent support I’ve
received in this role throughout Term 1. Its now time for me to hand over the reigns to my esteemed colleague
Ms Alanna Sherwood who I know will do an excellent job in Term 2. Alanna was the acting Principal last year
while our substantive Principal Phillip White was seconded to the Department of Education as a member of the
COVID Emergency Response Team for WA Public Schools. Alanna led the school with distinction during this
time and will continue to do so in Term 2 in her second tenure as Principal.
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NAPLAN 2021

Commencing on Monday May 10 and running for two weeks (Weeks 4 and 5), Year 7 and 9 students will take
their national NAPLAN tests, which will be completed online. By now all English and Mathematics classes will
be well into the preparation phase for these tests. So parents, you can help by ‘talking up’ the need to succeed
with your child. If you have any questions about the testing, please feel free to contact your child’s Year 7 or
9 English or Mathematics teacher; or the Literacy and Numeracy Testing Coordinator (Ms Heather Anderson).

Confirmation of Election Funding

Following the re-appointment of the Labor government at the recent state election, I can confirm some exciting
funding news for the school. We are now set to receive $9.1m to fund the following capital works projects at
Melville SHS:
1. $7.5m for a refurbished/upgraded gymnasium
2. $1.5 million for a STEM purpose- built classroom
3. $100k internal canteen refurbishment
This is wonderful news for our entire school community and I would like to thank those individuals (and one in
particular) who have assisted with bringing this funding into the school and supporting the achievement of this
excellent outcome.
Funding like this supports our broader efforts of leading ongoing school improvement and providing the most
contemporary, attractive and fit for purpose resources and facilities we can offer to maximise the quality of
teaching and learning and educational outcomes we can achieve with our students. Continually improving the
built environment is also imperative to enhance school esteem and sustainability as we continually strive to be
the school of choice in our local and wider community.
In closing, Term One has been a very busy and productive term at Melville SHS. I would like to take this
opportunity thank all staff and students for their efforts and to wish them (and their parents of course) a safe
and relaxing holiday. This said, Year 11 and 12 students (in particular) should remember that the school break
should also be used to revise and prepare for Semester 1 exams which start in week 5 of term 2 for Years 11 and
12 and week 7 for Years 8 and 10. Accordingly, I strongly recommend that all students ensure that they have
an active revision program covering their term 1 classes and that they commit to some study over the holidays.
Happy Easter everyone and I look forward to seeing all of our fabulous students back at school on Tuesday 20
April.
Paul Cooke
Principal, Melville SHS

The School Ball

In week 6, the Year 12 school ball was held at the Pan Pacific. It was a wonderful and memorable evening. The
students looked elegant and behaved outstandingly, reflecting the mature young people they have grown up
to be. Digital photograph links will be available via Connect soon.
The Student Services team do a lot of preparation for this event. Many staff attended and arrived early and
stayed until the last of the students had secured lifts home. The evening started with mocktails and photos,
there was a delicious buffet meal and then the dancing began in earnest.
The Ball committee, ably directed by Emma Beros ensured the colour scheme in the venue and music played
by the DJ was to the student liking, which resulted in the dance floor being used throughout the evening. The
following students gained the most valid votes
Belle of the Ball
Arabella Ryder-Scullen
Beau of the Ball
Hosea Timosa
Social Butterfly
Amelie Prinsloo
Social Bee
Zaq Muhammad Amir
Cutest Couple
Ava Robson
Cutest Couple
Edan Wallace
Best Dancers		
Kezia Bausen and Augustin Harris
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Photos
Top: Year 10 ICT in action
Below: Inpire in 5 presenters
Bottom and right: Years 5 and 6 at
the Come Fly with Me Course
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Technologies
STEM - Inspire in 5

In week 7, the school hosted the ‘Inspire in 5’ STEM event for girls and their parents/guardians. Participants
heard from a range of female STEM Professionals to inspire them to consider careers in STEM jobs. There was
the opportunity to learn about careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths from six of WA’s women
in STEM. Presenters were introduced by MC Sarah Dart and included a Geologist, a Medical Researcher from the
Telethon Kids Institute, a Chemical Engineer, an Atmospheric Scientist, a Mine Surveyor and a Forensic Chemist
from the ChemCentre. They each gave a five-minute presentation about their studies, career journey, and dayto-day work life, followed by an opportunity for students to ask questions in a facilitated panel discussion. Key
messages from the presenters were:
• There is a strong network for women STEM professionals in Perth
• Encourage all to be curious
• Data analysis and IT skills are used in many careers to identify and solve problems
• This generation will have many career pathways, and are likely to do many different jobs throughout their
career after their initial degree so always keep learning and building skills.

Aviation

Come Fly in Primary School
In Week 2, keen Years 5 and 6 primary school students, interested in studying Aviation, started the Come Fly
with Me program in the Aviation Centre. The students are taking part in an 8 week course (a two hour session
each week) and learn about aerodynamics, meteorology for aviation, paper plane design and flight lessons on
a flight simulator. The course culminates with a flight in a real aircraft. Students who are interested in enrolling
in the course should contact the school on 6274 1300 or find a link to the application on our website.

EV Challenge

The Electric Vehicle Challenge is once again being tackled by Melville SHS. A design and build program is
underway with mixed year groups working together as a racing team to build a full-scale electric racing vehicle.
Students learn engineering race car building techniques, electrical bike operations including all systems, gain
racing driving skills and apply them to a race track. The program offers an endorsed WACE course for Senior
School students. The main focus for these sessions is team building relationships and learning engineering
design and building techniques, working under the guidelines of Motorsport Australia.
For those students wishing to express interest in joining the team, please come down to G45 on Mondays and
Thursdays from 3pm till 4:30 pm.
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Mathematics
Pi Day

In week 6, The Melville SHS community celebrated international Pi day. It was wonderful to see the large number
of Year 7 students who participated in the colouring-in competition. The entries were so delightful that all
the participants received an award. Well done to our three winners: Ryan Baker, Cooper Willetts-Buswell and
Bernadette Anick.
This year we added a new whole school activity called Pi Day Guesstimate. Students had a series of objects and
had to guesstimate the number of each object required to weigh 3.14kgs. G&T student Theo Soekinto received
the major prize with the most correct answers. A very impressive result for a Year 7 competing with students
across all year levels. Well done Theo!
Who is Pi? was a repeat event and was well-received, with students looking for teachers wearing the numbers
of Pi. This activity occurred during recess and lunch and was a huge success with record breaking participation
numbers. Pictured left are students racing to find their clues plus the winners of competitions at the bottom.
A big thank you to Jess Tercier and her Megabites canteen team who provided a range of delicious Pi themed
treats at the Canteen. Also thank you to the library staff for their ongoing support in setting up displays to help
us celebrate.
Rumour has it that the day was rated at 3.14 stars! (That’s out of 3!)

Have Sum Fun? We Certainly Did!

In Weeks 6 and 7, keen teams participated in the Have Sum Fun Interschool competitions. Our school performed
amazingly in each of the three competitions. Each team was made up of six students and selection was made
purely on student eagerness to participate. The competition is made up of four 20 minute rounds of eight
problem-solving questions.
At John Curtin College of the Arts, the Years 11/12 team was made up of five Year 11 students and one Year
10 student as our Year 12 students were at their school ball. Mr Andrews and Ms Ayres were so proud of the
team scoring 26 points out of a possible 32 and coming third place overall! An amazing result as our students
were competing against at least 15 other teams from public and private schools (many of whom had students
in their teams doing Year 12 Specialist Mathematics). Congratulations and well done to year 11s Jeckmen Wu,
Diarmuid O’Connor, Syed Aljunied, Aasmik Arora, Dong Chen and Year 10 Anshul Ramola.
At All Saints College the Years 9/10 team was made up of three Year 9 students and three Year 10 students.
These students also performed amazingly well, also achieving 26 points out of a possible 32. The winning
school scored 31 out of 32. Our team achieved sixth place, which was an excellent result when you consider
there were 33 teams from public and private schools! Ms Rigelsford said she “was so proud to be supervising
these well-behaved students who took on the challenges with so much enthusiasm and teamwork skills”. Well
done to Year 9s Lauren Anick, Eric Xia, Maame Atta-Danso, and Year 10s Harvard Chong, Sid Luhar and Byron
Fisker..
At the John Curtin College of the Arts Years 7/8 evening the school entered four teams in the competition
due to an early overwhelming response for competitors from our Year 7 and Year 8 cohorts. Mr Farrell and Ms
Ayres commented on how all our students appeared excited and exhausted from such a fantastic mathematical
evening. Whilst we did not place in the top four, it was wonderful to hear that we had the best-behaved
students on the night. We look forward to seeing these students participate in many competitions in the future.
Continued
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Science

Above: Year 12 HB students undertook urine analysis studies to investigate the effect
of certain diseases and drugs on urine output. (pictured left top).

Middle: Year 11 HB students participated in a heart dissection to better
understand the structures responsible for blood flow in the body.
Bottom: Year 10 students have been studying DNA and the process of mitosis in
class – students used plasticine to model the stages in mitosis, and lollies to create
models of their own DNA.
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Year 7s were: Shani Ariyaratna, Hana Moosajee, Aifel
Thomas, Arshitha Shaik, Sahit Thumpati, Jarrah Benson,
Vansh Acharya, Maggie Liddy-Morrow, Shafay Khan,
Riley Spowart, Daria Eldridge, Novak Modrinic, Johann
Gan, Punit Mhatre, Viraj Kelkar, Rithvik Selvakumar and
Sayanth Satheesh Kumar.
Year 8s were: Medhansh Agarwal, Elijah Dizon, Blake
Waldron, Christabel Zin, Emma Collette, Ria Sankhla and
Visalakshi Singaram.

Year 11 Biology students broke down
the contents of owl scats to determine
the diets of birds of prey and how they
are able to digest them.
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GDM

In Week 5, students in Mr Cavallaro’s Year 9
Graphic Design Media Specialist Program
took part in an all-day creature feature
workshop.
Run by Will Huntley, special effects artist
and sculptor, students used industry level
materials and techniques to bring their
creature designs off the page and into
reality. Mr Huntley has worked in Hollywood
on major film productions including
‘Bicentennial Man’, ‘The X Files’ and ‘Alien:
Resurrection’.
The masterclass has provided students with
not only the necessary skills to complete their
projects, but also the knowledge that their
experience in the GDM program can lead to
a rewarding career in the creative industries.
Pictured above is the Year 9 GDM class and
below Sculptures by the Sea.
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Arts
Sculpture by the Sea and Heathcote Gallery

In Week 5, 11 ATAR and 12 Visual Art General students attended an excursion to Sculptures by the Sea and
Heathcote Gallery. At Cottesloe, the students attended educational tours and the artist spotlight talks. Students
engaged with a variety of the sculptures and were given the opportunity to talk to the artists and hear about
their creative process. The experience offered students the opportunity to explore, examine and discuss a range
of creative, conceptual and artistic responses to site and landscape, form and contemporary ideas. Photos of
the sculpture walk and activities are far left at the bottom.
In the second part of the day students viewed works at the Southern Perspectives at the Heathcote Cultural
Precinct. Southern Perspectives is an exhibition of work by students south of the river who completed Year 12
in 2020, including Melville Senior High School students Kita Healy, Carl Eulogio and Ella Daffin. Current Year
11 and Year 12 students are able to see the artwork of their contemporaries, providing aspiration of being
exhibited in a professional setting upon their own graduation.

Winner People’s Choice award

Congratulations to Kita Healy (Year12, in 2020) for her painting ‘Giada’ which has won the People’s Choice
award for Southern Perspectives 2021. Kita is pictured below far left with the painting.

Music in Focus

The Year 7 and 8 Music In Focus students enjoyed their first Music Masterclass for the year with the talented
percussionists from Kaboom Percussion. Students had the opportunity to strengthen their drumming techniques
with the help of Cat and Josh and put together a performance piece at the end of the workshop. Student were
then treated to a performance by Cat and Josh, highlighting a medley of pop songs on the pipes.
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Pictures top: Interschool
swimming
Middle Interscool Senior
Basketball - Game 1
Bottom Interschool Senior
Volleyball training
See next edition for sport
results
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Health and Physical Education
Interschool Swimming

In Week 6, our Inter-school Swimming Team competed in the B Division Carnival at HBF Stadium. The students
finished third overall (out of eight schools), which is an excellent achievement. Melville always bats well and
truly above its average when competing at Inter-school Athletics and Swimming, where we are often competing
against schools such as Willetton with double the student population.
The attitude, effort and behaviour of our students was first class. Preparations were hampered by the need to
cancel the House Swimming Carnival and the fact the school pool was unavailable for training during the leadup to the event.
In addition to the excellent collective achievement, there were some outstanding individual achievements with
three students attaining the champion swimmer award in their respective age groups:
Amelie Prinsloo
Year 12
Champion Girl
Indi Strom 		
Year 11
Champion Girl
Eben Prinsloo		
Year 10
Champion Boy
Nolan Horak		
Year 8 		
Runner up Champion
Esther Ferguson
Year 7 		
Runner up Champion

State Team Representation

Congratulations to Year 12 student Celia Evans who has been invited to join the Fremantle Marlins in the 2021
Australian Water Polo League (AWL) being held in April. Fremantle Water Polo is the elite program supported
by the Melville Water Polo Club. The AWL is the elite national domestic competition comprised of 10 teams
from across Australia. Celia is an aspiring junior player, has been offered this development opportunity to travel
with the Fremantle Marlins to experience playing in Australia’s premier Water Polo competition.

Netball Specialist Program

The Netball Specialist teachers would like to welcome everyone back to 2021 and thank you all for a great
start to the school year. So far we have had our Year 7 parent information evening and our inaugural ECU
High Performance Conference. The high performance conference saw three visiting Netball Specialist Schools;
Warwick, Atwell and Darling Range attend Melville SHS with their selected high performance students to join
Melville’s high performance squad for a day of education and workshops. The students heard an inspiring talk
by Hockeyroo player, Georgia Wilson, on the resilience required to succeed in elite sport and then thanks to the
Sports Science staff at Edith Cowan University, the students rotated through a series of workshops where they
received engaging and hands on education about hydration and nutrition for sports performance, field testing
to predict injury risk and strength training to help prevent injury.
The students in the program are now working hard on preparing for the High School Cup, which starts in Week
1 of Term 2 and are all very much looking forward to proudly displaying our new indigenous playing uniform.
In Week 6, students have competed in their first practice carnivals. This is very exciting for our first specialist
boys team, who even came away with their first win! Some exciting potential seen across all year groups. All the
teachers are very excited to see them play their first game together.

Melville SHS Netball Specialist Program for Boys too!

The school is extremely excited to welcome our first group of boys into the Netball Specialist Program! Our
Year 7 class now has eight male students, giving us enough for our first junior boys team. The boys have made
a fantastic start to being involved in the program, working on their basic skills and improving their knowledge
of the game. We hope to see the interest of boys coming into the program continue over the next few years as
we support them in developing through the player pathway.

Melville SHS Netball Specialist Program Testing (for Years 5 and 6)
Application Close on 14 May
More Information is on our website www.melville.wa.edu.au
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The World’s Greatest
Shave was a big hit
in Week 8. Students
underwent colour
change for a Gold Coin
Donation.

www.melville.wa.edu.au melville.shs@education.wa.edu.au (08) 6274 1300
Achieving Excellence Today and
Building Bright Futures for Tomorrow

RESILIENT INNOVATIVE
16

SUCCESSFUL

